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Occupational cancer in new Zealand 

 
 The National Occupational Health and Safety Committee 

(NOHSAC) estimates that 237-425 people die each year 
from occupational cancer in New Zealand.  
 

 This represents 3-6% of all cancer deaths in New Zealand. 
 

 Within blue collar workers may be as high as 25%. 
 

 All of these work-related cancers are preventable in 
principle.  
 



Many questions remain 

 How many workers are potentially exposed to 
carcinogens in New Zealand? 

 Which industries are the most exposed in New 
Zealand? 

 What carcinogens are the most common in New 
Zealand work places? 

 What interventions would have the biggest 
impact on reducing the number of occupational 
cancer cases in New Zealand? 
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CAREX in the European Union 
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NZ-CAREX list of carcinogens 

 82 Group 1: carcinogenic to humans 

e.g.: asbestos; benzene; silica; wood dust 

 56 Group 2A: probably carcinogenic to humans 

e.g.: diesel engine exhaust, inorganic lead; shiftwork 

 118 Group 2B: possibly carcinogenic to humans 

e.g.: carbon tertrachloride; DDT; Mirex; carbon black 





NZ-CAREX background for each carcinogen 



NZ-CAREX list of industries 

ANZSIC 3-digit industry subdivision 
  

total 

A01     Agriculture 23,784 
A02     Services to Agriculture; Hunting and Trapping 18,909 
A03     Forestry and Logging 7,974 
A04     Commercial Fishing 2,862 
B11     Coal Mining 771 
B12     Oil and Gas Extraction 297 
B13     Metal Ore Mining 438 
B14     Other Mining 1,719 
B15     Services to Mining 927 
C21     Food, Beverage and Tobacco 54,789 
C22     Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Leather Manufacturing 17763 
C23     Wood and Paper Product Manufacturing 22,980 
C24     Printing, Publishing and Recorded Media 22,242 
C25     Petroleum, Coal, Chemical and Associated Product Manuf. 17,955 
C26     Non-Metallic Mineral Product Manufacturing 6,822 
C27     Metal Product Manufacturing 26,745 
C28     Machinery and Equipment Manufacturing 42,654 
C29     Other Manufacturing 14,193 
D36     Electricity and Gas Supply 4,401 
D37     Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Services 1,695 
E41     General Construction 64,908 
E42     Construction Trade Services 82,644 
F45     Basic Material Wholesaling 28,566 
F46     Machinery and Motor Vehicle Wholesaling 35,577 
F47     Personal and Household Good Wholesaling 43,530 
G51     Food Retailing 81,024 
G52     Personal and Household Good Retailing 106,596 
G53     Motor Vehicle Retailing and Services 50,490 
H57     Accommodation, Cafes and Restaurants 94,590 

I61     Road Transport 33,432 
I62     Rail Transport 1,857 
I63     Water Transport 2,151 
I64     Air and Space Transport 8,949 
I65     Other Transport 1,419 
I66     Services to Transport 22,272 
I67     Storage 5,172 
J71     Communication Services 24,333 
K73     Finance 38,415 
K74     Insurance 9,039 
K75     Services to Finance and Insurance 16,686 
L77     Property Services 52,329 
L78     Business Services 201,414 
M81     Government Administration 57,267 
M82     Defence 9,834 
N84     Education 139,134 
O86     Health Services 106,305 
O87     Community Services 54,834 
P91     Motion Picture, Radio and Television Services 11,151 
P92     Libraries, Museums and the Arts 15,801 
P93     Sport and Recreation 24,717 
Q95     Personal Services 34,299 
Q96     Other Services 41,739 
Q97     Private Households Employing Staff 33 
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NZ-CAREX prioritizing intervention: industries 



NZ-CAREX prioritizing intervention: exposures 
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